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2) Thelma Bennett- Thelma has been helping us in
SCHOOL CALENDAR the classrooms, on the playground and has also
May 6-19: STAR Testing—Grade 2-6 worked on many schoolwide events (e.g. walk-a-thon

and yearbook) for many years. Thanks Thelma!
May 7- My Space and Beyond Parent Worksh@) 3) Ke”y TabareS' Ke"y a|SO haS been he|plng us in
Los Osos Middle School 6:30 PM: TONIGHTIl the classroom and on school/grade level events for
years. She is an expert at securing donations and

May 29- Talent Show 6:30 PM pitching in on the walk-a-thon. Thank you so much
May 30- Talent Show 8:45 AM Kelly! .

4) Dawn Tyra- | cannot properly describe all the
May 30- All Family Lunch- 1 PM dismissal ways that this woman has helped your childrefnd

it does not suffice to say she has been PTA preside

May 30- SCHOOL DISMISSED AT 1 PM for the past two years. But trust me she has rtiade

June 5- PTA Meeting - 8:30 AM school a much better place for all of us to be;ardy
over the past two years but the last five that her
June 6"- Battle of the Books children have been at Monarch Grove. Thanks Dawn!

5) Nadia Brenner- | honestly believe the most
challenging job in all of PTA-dom and parent

What a . .
i volunteer work at this and really any school i thia
fantastic Open House! It was great to see so MAMTA treasurer. Nadia is a calm, efficient and

parents, studen_ts and community members!!! Thayorough treasurer—she asks good questions and has

you all f(_)r coming and celebrating our learning an lot of great answers. | am very appreciativéaf

community. skills and efforts!

6) Herb and Marla White— This fantastic husband

Smd wife team brought us a truly great, well-
rganized, educational and fun Exploratorium in
ebruary and have agreed to do it again next year!!

Ihank you so much Herb and Marla!

Honorary Service Award ‘08: Our school has
been greatly enhanced and improved by the effdrts
many. The honorary service award is our sma
attempt to recognize the contributions of a fevooif
tremendous volunteers. First of all we have ou
volunteers emeritus, if you will, the past recipggenf
the honorary service award who are still here wgh
Otis Carter, Elizabeth Mitchell and Cheryl Clark,
Then there are this year's honorable mention
candidates. The following people have made Monarch '
Grove a better place to be for your child. Trligse

people are deserving of recognition:

This year the
honorary service
award committee
was pitched in a
struggle. If you saw
the list of nominees
you might appreciate
the exceptionally difficult decision we faced. So
aving said that, we ended up with an unprecedented
hree-way tie.

1) Connie Baksic-She has worked diligently on the
last two walk-a-thons, she has also been a classro
volunteer and she is a pleasure to be around. isShe
cheerful, honest, thorough, generous of her tine amrhese two ladies | am going to tell you about seall

spirit and organized. Thanks Connie! come as a matched set. | know they are two



individuals but we can almost not say the namenef o The ‘STAR’ Assessments began at Monarch
without saying the name of the other. Grove on Tuesday, May 6 for students in grades 2-6.
: . Students will be completing from six to nine hoafs
Lori Olson- Lori has been a valuable classroo : . . :
. esting (depending on their grade level) according
volunteer for the several years her children haaenb . o
i ) schedule established by your child’s teacher. Al

on campus—but that pales in comparison to what sh . ’ .

. . .~ students in grades 2-6 will complete the California
and her partnedennifer Codron have achieved in

our school garden and in the lunchroom. | invibel y Standards Test in English-Language Ars and

: thematics. ~ Students if®3r nly will al
to take a walk the next time you are on campus ari athematics.  Students in"3yrade only aso

- : : mplete the CAT-6 assessment, a national
visit the garden behind our first grade rooms (@ ah achievement test. Additionally, students th drade
to see what a small group of determined people can

accomolish!l Thev have taken a foraotten corner il complete the California Standards Test in
piSh™ y o gott . cience. All together the results of these assestsm
the campus and turned it into a beautiful oasis fqr

. -Wwill be used to calculate our school API score. And
learning. They have gone out and secured outsu\if;é

funds to support this effort. They have workedhwit € best and easiest suggestiget plenty of sleep,
eat a balanced breakfast and get to school ON
our students to plant, tend and harvest vegetableﬁ. )
. ME! And that’s
They have taught us all about organic waste

composting and healthy eating alternatives fresmfr %00\?”' advice  EVERY
a garden. And besides who else would want to stand = ™
next to a trashcan for an hour everyday???? Thank

you so much Lori and Jennifer!!

And then there is an individual who works diligentl o staff has developec ‘uu ‘m\”,m
behind the scenes. Words that come to mind 19 siydent Placement )

describe her are loyal, trustworthy, respectiulinformation Form that parents can use to provide
responsible, generous, and kind—all the words th@kformation that staff should consider when making
we use to define a quality character trait of a Bteh |55 |Jists for the 2007-08 school year. This forith
Grove community member. Without a doubt, if YOUye available in the school office upon requestupio

need to have something done you ought to see e month of May and (due no later than Jdﬁ‘)az
Lynn Baltimore can help you. Lynn is directly

responsible for Battle of the Books — every Fridhg The faculty of Monarch Grove Elementary School
comes to school to check on students who amould like you to know that we place children in
qualifying for the BoB. She reports her findings toclassrooms according to the best interests of all
them and to me. She also is responsible for linipg children both individually and collectivelyCareful

all of our wonderful assemblies for the past twarge attention is given to creating balanced classrooms
and has collected feedback on them. She has atso lat best facilitate student learning for everyomais
served as the Innisbrook wrap fundraiser, classroot® an important aspect of our school’s overall sssc

olunteer and served on School Site Council. Thank . -
\Iiynunl v ! Hnet Unfortunately, the challenge of this task prohilaits

ability to honor requests for specific teacherEhe

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING Parent Surveys :  Student Placement Information Form is not a
Please help us by completing and returning one! \WgyStem for parents to request a specific_teacher
have extras in the school office. As always, if youlherefore, we ask for your cooperation NMOT

have any questions, comments, or friendly advicer,equesf[ing specific teachers. ~We do, however,
please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me! Gdecognize that there may be circumstances known

Lakers! only to you that should be considgred in making
classroom assignments for the coming year. If this

LOS ANGELES applies to you and you want to share informatian fo
James Scoolis Ed.D. M us to consider when assigning class placement, you

iscoolis@slcusd.org should complete this form. _Plgase know that these
forms aresomewhat confidentia) in that only school




personnel will see these completed forms. Moreoveand who also even have their owtySpacepages.
personal handwritten letters to staff will not beThis is an important topic for parents and somethin
considered when making classes. Please use thisdiscuss with your child. We hope you are dble
form if you have information to share. Please alsattend this important parent education topic.

know and understand that completion of this form

cannot and does not guarantee a “specific’ “WILD” News ... A bird hits your window and
placement. Return completed forms to the office byppears dead. Can it be saved? Yes, jiossible!
June 2. Place the bird in a small, covered box immediately
heprevent loss of body heat. Keep the box in a dark,

Our staff would like parents to know that t quiet place (like a closet). Wash your hands ayd d

Mona'rch. Grove sc.hool : poll_cy n regard§ .tothem! Call us at 543-WILD (you will have to leave a
combination classes is to identify high(er) acheyi o
essage). Check on your bird in a few hours, but
students who are most able to complete work . S
) . : on’'t let him see your face-that could put him in
relatively independently and without undue : " I .
; . . shock. You are its predator, so don't bring thre loip
disruption. We have found that this strategy @®at ) . .
: ) . to your face and DON'T smile at it (show your teéth
the most effective multi-level student environment : , ,
o : Keep your bird covered. If s/he can’t see you, it
Combination classes at Monarch Groveyerinvolve

remedial situations and/or the need to repeat ilegrn ;E:)r;is you can't see it, and this will minimize

PTA News Bear in mind that if a bird acts tame then it'sksiic
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION General Seme way. This is why we advise not to feed it,

Mills Box Tops are being collected again this earbecause it can easily suffocate.(Also, some bares
P 9 g y strictly seed eaters, others eat only insectsyolir

An. envelope will .be In-every classroom.fpr t.hebird has nomade it overnight, it will be sad. But feel
children to deposit the boxtops of participating

products. Each box top earns $.10 for our schooﬁ100d that you gave it a fighting chance-sometimes

. |
This year's 5th grade classes are collecting antcg]at is all we can do. Thank yout

submitting the box tops to offset the cost for &og
children to attend Camp Rancho Allegre next yedr.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CLIP THE BOX TOPS
AND SEND THEM TO SCHOOL!!l THANKS
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

Tonight’'s
presentation IS a
collaborative effort
through the Baywood,
Del Mar, Monarch
Grove and Los Osos |
Middle School's PTAs. '
Join  Jeremy  Bates,
creator and owner of Revolution Speak, and his team
of traveling youth as they preseMySpace and
Beyond a reality-based, interactive workshop that
provides parents and families much needed insight
into the ever-changing youth culture: LOMS,
TONIGHT : May 7", @ 6:30pm. $$

% %

At Monarch Grove, we have found that there are& &
many students who are familiar with thlySpacesite



