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Principal’s Message:  Oh big 
things are happening!!  First off, the 11th 
annual Monarch Grove Exploratorium is this 
Saturday, February 23rd from 10 AM-2 PM.  Parent 
volunteers/coordinators Herb and Marla White have a 
done a truly outstanding job on this!  I am very 
grateful for their work. It’s going to be a good one; 
you won’t want to miss it!  Here is a list of booths 
and activities that you can experience: 
 

Entertainment: 
The Village Wizard: Roving magic and 15 min. shows at 
11 am and 1 pm 
Zoo-To-You: Main show at 12 noon followed by a meet 
and greet with the animals until 1:30 
  

Booth Activities: 
Morro Bay Natural History Museum:  Make plaster animal 
tracks 
SLO Symphony's Musical Petting Zoo: Musical 
instruments for kids to experiment with. 
Vets & Pet: Bear Valley Animal Clinic, kids play "Vet" to 
learn about animal care. 
Wood Crafts: Home Depot, kids can assemble pre-fab kits 
(extremely popular at past events). 

Rock Art: Los Osos Girl Scouts, painting and decorating 
rocks. 
Pinewood Derby: Los Osos Cub Scouts, downhill racing -- 
pinewood derby cars. 
Animal Petting Zoo: Los Osos 4-H, hands on with 
different 4-H animals. 
SLO Turtles: local Los Osos Turtle enthusiast, hands on 
with different turtles 
Children's Garden: Hosted by our own school garden, 
sample plantings of plants and vegetables. 
Gooey GAK Making: Make funny gooey GAK (kinda like 
silly putty) 
Face Painting: local artist, Christina Lee 
Computer Recycling: Opening up and taking apart 
different electronics 
Bead Art: Making bead necklaces and bracelets. 
Static Electricity: Van der Graff Machine (makes your 
hair stand up on end)  
Little Monarchs: local day-care provider, activity TBA for 
the younger toddlers. 
Fun With Bubbles: Hosted by parents, different bubble 
making tools and activities. 
Peddler's Book Faire: the MG school library, sale of used 
books, cds, media, etc (all for just $.25 ea.) 
Kiss The Pig:  Vote for a teacher (or principal!) volunteer 
to kiss the pig, the vote getter with most $ in their piggy 
bank gets to kiss the pig. 
Ocean Safety / Junior Lifeguard: Port San Luis Harbor 
Dept. and MB Rec. Dept. 
D.A.R.E.: San Luis Obispo Sheriffs Dept. 
Danger Stranger: SLO Sheriffs Dept. 
Fire Safety / Fire Engine Open House: CDF/South Bay 
Fire. 
 

As you can see, it is going to be F-U-N! I hope to see 
you all there! 
 

6th grade Monday Music Club 
I have made arrangements 
for a guitar oriented music 
club on Mondays at 
lunchtime.   These sessions 
will focus on guitar, but 

will also accommodate all kinds of musical interests.   
 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR  
 
February 23: MG EXPLORATORIUM; 10 am– 2 pm 
 

February 29: All Family Lunch 
                   11:40 -12:00 Grades 1-3 Recess 
 11:45-12:00 Grades 4-6 Eat 
                     12:00 pm - Grades 1-3 Eat 
                     12:25 pm - Lunch/Recess End 
 

March 6–14: Conferences 
Early Dismissal grade 1-6 - 1:00 pm   

             Kindergarten   8:25 – 12:00pm 
 

March 14: All Family Lunch 
 

March 15: MG GARDEN Workday 
 

March 21–30:  Spring Break 



It is F-R-E-E!!!! and enrollment will be initially  
limited to ten (10) sixth grade students.  
The club will be supervised by Gian Minardi and will 
be held in our music room. 
 
Lunchtime Music Club every Monday, beginning 
February 25th 
When: Every Monday- 12:15-12:55  
Where:  Music Room 
Who: Sponsored by Gian Minardi & the Guitar Gym 

The Guitar Gym 
PO Box 644 Santa Margarita CA 93453 

805 438-4456    theguitargym@yahoo.com 
 

Playground upgrade:  Over the past several 
weeks I have been meeting with 
district personnel, a playground 
consultant, the MG teaching staff 
and PTA board members to 
discuss upgrading the upper 
grade play box area.  The 
tentative plan is to remove some 
(not all) of the sand and replace it 
with a flat rubberized surface.  In 
addition, several pieces of 
equipment are up for 

replacement (the ‘dome’; wooden balance beam, and 
the ‘space capsule’ aka ‘toilet monster’).  We are 
looking to install ‘modern’ styled playground pieces 
such as: climbing walls, rope bridges, twisty stairs, 
climbers, sliding poles and more all in one colorful 
structure.   In addition, this project will also include 
installing a rubberized surface in roughly half of the 
kindergarten play box area (don’t worry there will 
still be plenty of sand to ‘dig’ in).   
 

Over the next several weeks, we will be gathering 
input on play structure design from students and 
parents.  I will share our designs before any final 
decisions are made. I am very excited to be working 
on this project, which will be funded, by the school 
district and the MG PTA. The actual installation 
would take place during the summer months.   
YEAH!!! 
 

As always, if you have any questions, comments or 
friendly advice please do not hesitate to call or e-mail 
me!   
 
 
James Scoolis Ed.D. 
jscoolis@slcusd.org 

PTA News 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION General 
Mills Box Tops are being collected again this year.  
An envelope will be in every classroom for the 
children to deposit the boxtops of participating 
products.  Each box top earns $.10 for our school.  
This year’s 5th grade classes is collecting and 
submitting the box tops to offset the cost for those 
children to attend Camp Rancho Allegre next year.  
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CLIP THE BOX TOPS 
AND SEND THEM TO SCHOOL!!!!  THANKS 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 
 

Parent Participation Program: ��San Luis 
Coastal Adult School is now accepting registration for 
Winter Quarter.  Classes for parents and children ages 
0-8 meet once a week.  Classes are $45 for a 10 week 
quarter.  Scholarships are available and registration is 
ongoing.  Come learn together, make new friends, and 
create memories.  For more information on a wide 
variety of core and enrichment classes please call 549-
1222 or visit our website at ae.slcusd.org. 
 

Becoming a Love and Logic Parent  
Tim Ross, LCSW will be conduction classes 
beginning Tuesday, January 15th through February 
29th (Seven Tuesdays) 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  The 
classes are located at CL Smith Elementary School in 
San Luis Obispo. The cost for the class is $75 per 
person (Scholarships available).  Free child care to 
children age 5 and older.  Please call 596-4094 to 
reserve your seat. 
 

Garden News: 
Please stop by the garden 
booth at the Exploratorium  
and plant your favorite seeds. 
Save the Date!  Our next 
garden workday will be on 
Saturday, March 15th from 
10am - 1pm.  

 

Did You Know? The first carrots were white, purple 
and yellow.  The Dutch developed the orange carrot 
eaten today. 
 


